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Runaway Cellar__English Synopsis

A locked-room thriller that blended dark comedy with
underground survival wits during the Tomb Sweeping
Festival long weekend.

Liu Chao-cheng, a legitimate Taiwanese broker, goes on
a family vacation, leaving four Southeast Asian migrant
workers with hidden motives inside a cramped basement.
The roster includes Yani (39, Philippines), who is heavily
indebted and evaded deportation by borrowing someone
else's stool sample; Huong (21, Vietnam), a seductive
beauty skilled in embroidery; Homer (24, Indonesia), a
handsome family man who relieves stress through casual
flings; and Tien-hung (28, Vietnam), a failed college-
educated businessman obsessed with God and machismo.

On the night of April 4th, a jealous Tien-hung tries to
intimidate Homer. However, he slips on the soapy floor and
accidentally plunges a telescopic window scraper directly
into Homer's abdomen. With Homer bleeding out, the
basement splits into two camps: the legal males beg to call
the police, while the runaway females, Yani and Huong,
refuse, knowing deportation means financial death. Yani,
using her wits from dodging labor inspections, warns that



pulling the scraper will trigger a "blood geyser," and helps
Huong tie Tien-hung to a chair. An international
negotiation in broken Chinese ensues, turning the oxygen-
depleted basement into an absurd arena.

Meanwhile, their only hope outside, a passionate social
activist named Chang Deng-yu, is hopelessly delayed
while trying to locate the basement by "sniffing stinky tofu"
around Taipei based on vague clues. Inside, tension
explodes. Tien-hung unties himself using his teeth and
accidentally kills Yani during a clumsy brawl. When he
attempts to assault Huong, she unleashes her master
embroidery skills, seamlessly sewing his clothes onto the
iron mesh. The dying Homer collapses on top of him,
drowning Tien-hung in a 5-liter puddle bucket.

As the sole survivor, Huong channels her inner
"cleaning guru." Utilizing household stain-removal hacks
learned from her former employer, she meticulously scrubs
the scene, framing it as a "multicultural gambling brawl
gone wrong." When Deng-yu finally bursts in, weeping for
how "Taiwanese society failed her," Huong whimpers in the
corner while discreetly stuffing the dead men's cash into
her stockings. The police close the case as mutual
homicide. With Deng-yu’s help, Huong secures a new job,
carrying a bloody past but surviving elegantly in Taiwan.
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