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Power and Betrayal
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The Forgotten Lives
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The end of the immigration dream
is not the finish line, but the beginning of another nightmare.
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English Synopsis

In 2001, Bangkok was a dangerous haven for outlaws. A
scholarly smuggler known as "Teacher," alongside Peace
and Dabai of the Bangkok Trading Company, ran a "duck"
business—smuggling illegal immigrants from rural Fujian,
China, to the US. By equipping them with forged passports
and training them to blend into the middle class, the
empathetic Teacher believed he was using illegal means to
help the poor escape their harsh destinies.

However, winter brought a sudden crisis. The master forger
was arrested, and the flawed passports made by his
apprentice led to a string of failures at international borders.
As the FBI launched an investigation, a Burmese gang leader,
Ah Zhen, colluded with corrupt Thai police to violently hijack
the ducks for their own profit.

Cornered by threats, Peace’s true merchant nature surfaced.
To recoup his losses, he betrayed the group, selling Teacher,
Dabai, and the remaining ducks to Ah Zhen and the corrupt
police. During a chaotic escape, Dabai courageously shielded
Teacher and the refugees, sacrificing his life under a hail of
gunfire.

The final showdown erupted along the Chao Phraya River,
fueled by the intervention of the rival Teochew gang. Amidst
the crossfire, both Ah Zhen and Peace met their demise. At
dawn, under a brilliant sunrise, a wounded Teacher sat by the
river. He handed the remaining black money and the last two
flawless authentic-grade passports to the surviving youths,



watching them embark on their journey toward the American
Dream. As sirens wailed closer, Teacher calmly faced the
morning sun, finally finding his tragic redemption in the light.
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Market Strategy
1. Film Festival & Co-Production Market Positioning

This project seamlessly balances the commercial appeal of a
trans-national crime thriller with the artistic depth of an
underdog survival drama. It is highly competitive for
prestigious film markets and co-production platforms, such as
the Golden Horse Film Project Promotion (FPP), Busan
International Film Festival's Asian Project Market (APM), and
the Cannes Film Market (Marché du Film).

2. Franchise & Mini-Series Potential

The underlying framework of "The Bangkok Trading
Company"—the procedural nature of training each new batch
of "ducks," the unique personal backstories of the migrants,
and the intense power struggles among multi-national



syndicates (the Teochew Gang, Burmese Gang, and Mexican
Cartels)—possesses immense cinematic scalability. Beyond a
standalone feature film, the concept is exceptionally well-
suited to be developed into a high-stakes, 6 to 8-episode
international crime mini-series.






